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Peer review statement

Full papers will be required to comply with the Author Guidelines and template provided on the
conference website and in EasyChair. For each paper an analysis report from a plagiarism checking
tool, such as Turnitin or iThenticate, and a rebuttal to this report, must be submitted. A double-
blind peer review process will be used in the selection of full papers for publication in the conference
proceedings. Each Guest Editor will be responsible for the peer review of 10 to |5 full papers.
Throughout the review process the authors’ identities will be concealed from the reviewers and
the reviewers’ identities will be concealed from the authors. Each full paper will be sent to a
minimum of two reviewers, with a third reviewer being requested in case of a lack of consensus
between the first two reviewers. The reviews will be performed by national and international
academics and other experts in the respective field.

Reviewers will be asked to review submissions according to the following criteria and encouraged
to provide recommendations and suggestions.
®  Does the title reflect the contents of the paper?

®  Does the paper relate to what has already been written in the field?

® Do you deem the paper to be proof of thorough research and knowledge of the most recent
literature in the field of study?

® |s the paper clearly structured, easy to read and with a logical flow of thought?
®  Are the arguments employed valid and supported by the evidence presented?
®  Are the conclusions clear and valid?

®  Does the paper conform to accepted standards of language and style?

®  Any other recommendation(s)?

Reviewer feedback will be saved in the EasyChair submission system, from where emails together
with review comments will be sent to the authors, requesting them to submit a rebuttal to the
review reports and a revised paper. The authors will be given 2 to 3 weeks to prepare these
documents, after which the revised document will be checked by the Guest Editor for adequate
response to the review reports. If satisfactory, the revised paper will be recommended by the Guest
Editor to the Technical Programme Administrator for formal acceptance, final editing and
publication in the conference proceedings.
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Welcome

On behalf of the Southern African Coal Preparation Society, it is our great pleasure to welcome you
to the XXI International Coal Preparation Congress, which will be held at the Sun City Convention
Centre in Pilanesberg, in October 2025. We last hosted the ICPC in Johannesburg in 2002, and we
are proud to once again continue the tradition of outstanding technical papers, an exhibition
showcasing the latest global trends and technologies, and rich opportunities for collegial and social
interaction with delegates from around the world.

The South African coal industry is made up of more than 50 collieries, producing from 200,000 tonnes
per year to over 40 Mtpa, predominantly from open-cast mines with some underground operations.
These are located mainly in the north-eastern provinces of Limpopo, Mpumalanga, and KwaZulu-
Natal. A similar number of coal processing plants operate, ranging in size from 100 t/h units to multi-
modular facilities of 2,400 t/h. Over half of South Africa’s production is consumed locally as thermal
coal for the power utility Eskom, about 25% is exported through the Richards Bay coal line and
harbour, while the balance supplies Sasol’s coal-to-liquid operations (33%), local metallurgical demand
(12%), and domestic use (2%). While semi-anthracite production remains active, the once-thriving
coking coal sector is now limited to a handful of operations in Limpopo.

Our coal deposits, of Gondwana origin, are characterised by relatively high ash, low sulphur, and
significant near-density material around the key separation cut points (SG 1.4 — |.8). This has shaped
local processing technology, which is dominated by dense-medium drums, cyclones, and spirals, with
some Drewboy and TBS separators still in operation. Although flotation plants exist, they are
relatively uncommon.

The technical programme will feature 68 papers, with contributions from both local and international
presenters. Spanning twenty sessions, the programme covers a broad spectrum — from coal
processing technologies to ESG, waste utilisation, and marketing. Presentations will be delivered in
English, with participation from delegates representing Australia, Asia, Canada, China, India, Ukraine,
the United Kingdom, the United States, and South Africa. Alongside the sessions, the exhibition will
highlight both established and emerging technologies from local and international companies.

An optional post-conference tour is planned, subject to interest, to Exxaro’s Grootegeluk complex
in Limpopo Province. This is one of the largest coal beneficiation operations in the Southern
Hemisphere, producing 26 Mtpa of thermal and export coal from the Waterberg coalfield. The
complex is located adjacent to two dry-cooled power stations of 3,600 MW and 4,800 MW capacity.

The venue, the Sun City Conference and Exhibition Centre, is situated within the crater of an extinct
volcano in the Pilanesberg, surrounded by the beautiful South African Bushveld. It offers world-class
conferencing facilities, accommodation, and recreational opportunities. Its proximity to the
Pilanesberg Game Reserve will allow delegates the chance to experience our remarkable wildlife in
their natural environment.

The organisation of ICPC 2025 has benefited from the guidance of the International Organising
Committee, with representatives from |3 countries. We gratefully acknowledge their contribution
to shaping the programme. Our thanks also go to the Local Organising Committee for their dedicated
management of logistics, and to the Technical Organising Committee for developing the programme



and reviewing papers.

We are fortunate to have secured significant sponsorship from local companies, and we sincerely
acknowledge and appreciate their generous support.

On behalf of the Southern African Coal Preparation Society, we look forward to warmly welcoming
you to Sun City in October 2025 for the XXl International Coal Preparation Congress and Exhibition.

Tebogo Kale Quentin Campbell
Chairperson Chairperson: International Organising Committee
Southern African Coal Preparation Society XXl International Coal Preparation Congress



About the International Coal Preparation

Congress (ICPC)

The International Coal Preparation Congress (ICPC) was an offshoot of the Allied Coal Commission
which was constituted as part of the Marshall Plan post World War Il to initiate the process of
reconstruction of Europe. The first ICPC was held in 1950 in France and subsequent Congresses were
held in Germany, Belgium, UK, USA, Poland, Australia, Ukraine, Russia, India, Canada, Japan, Turkey and
China. The ICPC is now held every three years in a country selected by the IOC through ballot.

The International Organizing Committee (IOC) of the ICPC is a body which has representatives from
I5 countries. Representation on IOC is by a non-government organization which deals in their
respective country with the issues relating to coal preparation. The goals of the ICPC inter alia, are:

+ to ensure the growth and development of the coal preparation industry, support and promotion

of scientific and technical cooperation among all countries.

+ to facilitate the exchange of information about the state-of-art technologies in the field of coal
mining, preparation and transportation of coal. Also promote new and emerging technologies in
the area of environmentally friendly and low emission coal utilisation.

+ to bring together experts from different countries in order to form professional contacts,
exchange experimental results, and promote international cooperation.

History of International Coal Preparation Congress
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1950 - France, Paris
1954 - Germany, Essen
1958 - Belgium, Leige
1962 - UK, Harrogate
1966 - USA, Pittsburgh
1973 - France, Paris
1976 - Australia, Sydney
1979 - Ukraine, Donetsk
1982 - India, New Delhi

1986 - Canada, Edmonton
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1990 - Japan, Tokyo
1994 - Poland, Krakow

1998 - Australia, Brisbane

2002 - South Africa,
Johannesburg

2006 - Peoples Republic of
China, Beijing

2010 - USA, Lexington

2013 - Turkey, Istanbul

2016 - Russian Federation,
St Petersburg

2019 - India, New Delhi

2023 - Australia, Brisbane



